Shattered World: GM's Info

The events, as they occurred:

Early 2011 – An organized, worldwide terror attack takes out 70% of the world's oil refineries and 80% of all supply depots. What follows is a global fuel crisis. The UN organizes the creation of the Global Fuel Committee that has the duty of planning the rationing of the existing fuel supplies and mitigating the effects of the crisis. In addition, a scientist union that gets the job of resolving the fuel crisis is formed. Later, the union is named the Ballyhurton Foundation.

Mid 2011 – The fuel crisis takes the world to a halt and despite the efforts of the GFC, the crisis slowly deepened and there was a desperate need for a solution. In addition, the terrorist organization, the Black Jihad, was mostly apprehended and sent to the firing squads. Few people objected to the fact that the trials were there only for show and the capital punishment of those involved.

Late 2011 – Prof. Ballyhurton discovered a method of synthesizing fuel from any substance that contains carbon and Hydrogen. The designs for the Mk1 Fuel Synthesizer were openly revealed to anyone who asked them. By December 2011 the Mk1-FS was mass produced in many government-owned factories across the world (in order to avoid corporate monopolies).

Mid 2012 – The Ballyhurton Foundation (BF) stayed together and declared its' intentions of developing means of interstellar travel. But they needed funding and became an invention company. At first, it was all harmless enough, vaccines for third-world countries, mechanical limb replacements, nerve replacements for paralyzed people.

2012-2016 – The Foundation continues to strive toward the goal of interstellar travel. They develop trans-dimensional portals that are capable of transporting matter at FTL speeds, but the problem is, there has to be a portal on both sides of the transfer. Any other things that would simplify the traveling are also developed. Artificial Gravity Generators, Hydroponic Agriculture Vats, Magnetic Atmosphere Containers, to name a few.

Late 2013 – BF, in need of additional funds to create more and larger laboratories, starts taking on shady invention jobs, developing “smart”, specific purpose diseases and genetically engineering animals, and even humans, to make them more effective fighters. In this process, a growth acceleration gene is invented, that is required to speed up the genetic projects. This is in addition to various “conventional” developments to weapons and armor.

Late 2016 – The BF laboratories across the world are destroyed in explosions. Something went really wrong with the portals, which resulted in massive explosions at each portal. Many of the genetic projects escaped and many of the viruses got loose. In addition to the strong mutagens used in the genetic engineering projects. This resulted in plagues and mutation across the planet. Later, the entire biosphere started changing because of the strange creations and mutagens that got loose from the laboratories. As a result of mutation, most of these creatures developed the unintended feature of reproduction. 77% of all world's scientists are killed in the explosions.

February-April 2017 – Southeast Asia was hit hard, because a mutant weed took root there and reduced the agricultural output to a mere 25% of the usual. The rest of the world was safe, only the conditions in SE Asia were suitable for the weed. The Asian countries, in desperation, prepared an invasion against the United States using an engineered virus developed for China by the BF. The short-lived virus, along with cruise-missile attacks against US military bases and larger industrial areas effectively reduced the US military manpower to 1/10th of its' former strength. As well as grinding the US economy to a halt. In April, the US Provisional Government was formed. It laster for three months. Long enough to launch a nuclear counterstrike against Southeast Asia. Satellite images show that the ground was visibly glowing after the nuclear strikes. The glow was even faintly visible on daytime satellite photographs.

Russia, seeing the US in ruins, begins preparing for an invasion to Europe.

July 2017 – Russia begins a strategic offensive against Western Europe. Military bases that are farther away from civilian targets are attacked with tactical nukes, while those near civilian targets are bombed with conventional munitions. In an act of desperation, the Europeans scavenge technology from the remains of BF laboratories begin building atmosphere containment fields and release every virus they can find into Russia. The plagues send Russia into civil war, as the troops intended to be used in Europe are called back to keep the populace from rioting. Western Europe is decimated.

September 2017 – Winter sets in surprisingly early and two factions form in Northern and Eastern Europe: The Nordic Alliance, consisting of Norway, Sweden, Finland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania and the Warsaw Two, consisting of Poland, Ukraine, Belarus, Romania, Moldova and Hungary. At this time, no big conflict of interests develop between the two, they sign a treaty to have all their armed forces remain within the borders of 2015, including moving into collapsed countries.

March 2018 – It becomes apparent that the winter is not going to dissipate. The average temperature in Europe is -15°C and dropping. What satellites can still be accessed, indicate that the temperature getting colder on a global scale, with estimates of the surviving scientists saying  that in a year or two, the temperature will stop at -30°C in Europe and 5°C at the Equator and on the open Ocean. Then slowly going back to “normal” over the course of 50+ years.

Central and South Africa fall into chaos, as famine strikes harder than ever. Some cities and towns acquire Hydroponic Vats, making them self-sufficient for food, but not for the power the vats need. And the African cities had little in the way of protection against the multitude of viruses going rampant in the air and water.

2020 – Present day.

Notes on things:

Ballyhurton Foundation:

Almost every scientist joined the Ballyhurton Foundation, chemists, physicists, biologists, geneticists, physical engineers. There were many possible solutions for the problem, such as alternative-fuel engines, micro-organisms that grow and rapidly decay, becoming fuel in several months, instead of  several millions of years. After the fuel crisis was resolved, the Foundation stayed together. One rule they did have about their research, was that they were extremely careful not to release anything that they couldn't control themselves in case something bad happened. For every one of their viruses, they created a specific “anti-virus”. A virus that would (in layman's terms) “infect” another virus and destroy it. All the genetically engineered organisms were fitted with brain-implants that could be globally detonated with the flick of a button.

Stuff the BF developed:

